Lissa Scott

Executive Director,

Giggles Children's Theater

Medical Missions for Children

World Headquarters

35 Getty Avenue, Building 400

Paterson, NJ 07503

Dear Lissa,

Thanks for taking the time to talk to me this morning regarding a possible collaboration on a project that my team and I will be completing over the next six months.  

Let me take some time to give you an overview of the program in which our team is involved.  It is called the MAGPI Fellows Program, which brings together 15 educators from the Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware region. MAGPI Is the regional non-profit network for research and education, and regional connector to Internet2, centered at the University of Pennsylvania.  The fifteen educators have been broken into 3 teams of 5.  Our team is the Career Education and Work Team since all of our members work in community outreach, technology, and career education.  Our goal is to produce two projects—satisfy state learning standards in career and technical education—during the year that other educators in the MAGPI region can tap and use.  Our contact with you was made because we saw so many connections to many of the programs at Medical Missions for Children.  The Giggles Theater is an obvious one for us, but we are open to work with any department.  

We are very interested in getting our students across the region connected to your mission to “transfer medical knowledge from those who have it to those who need it using the latest in communications technology.”  This can go beyond Giggles Theater and reach some of our high school students who might do science, social studies, and cultural projects, while developing an understanding of your mission and developing interests in careers that not only require a great deal of professional knowledge, but also require a deep understanding of a broader world community.

Below is a Description of the Fellows Program from our MAGPI Fellows Guide:

   Following the Fellows’ selection process, MAGPI will create three distributed, discipline-specific development teams that will involve educators from across our regional K-20 community. It is our intention that developing truly distributive, collaborative teams that work together to design educational content to be delivered over MAGPI’s network will illustrate the power of both the connectivity to MAGPI and involvement in the MAGPI community. Participation on project teams will not only provide educators with opportunities to immerse themselves into the development process, but will allow them to create educational content, programs and applications that are fully integrated into their classroom curricula. During the process of designing collaborative projects, Fellows will also create web-based and print-based resources that will be of use to the entire regional educational community. 

   Each team will receive a budget of $1,000 and will be responsible for designing and implementing two projects (one for grades K-6 and one for grades 7-12) during their fellowship academic year. Collaborative projects must impact K-12 grades, but we highly encourage collaborations between the K12 communities, higher education communities and informal education communities. Each project must use the MAGPI and Internet2 networks to deliver and/or access educational content and/or experiences. Each team will meet monthly via videoconference to plan their projects. and a MAGPI staff person will mentor each team throughout the project planning process. 

2007-2008 Collaborative Project Assignments: 

Arts & Humanities: Nicasia Anzalone, Colleen Kramm, Pamela Newman, Tara Parr, Marilyn Pulchaski 

Career Education & Work: Susan Joan Allen, Peter Crooke, Jill Greiner, Sandra Hartman, Ralph Landolfi 

Science & Technology: Sue Calvin, Allison Carpenter, Lauri Graybill, Kathleen Krupa, Denny Moran 

Our own project is just beginning to take shape.  We felt that a connection to Giggles Theater could include students in various districts throughout the region producing content that would be received by Giggles Theater over the Internet 2 network.  Possible content about which we talked includes but is not limited to classes doing skits, producing virtual field trips, or making some connection to the audience of Giggle Theater.  We have discussed the use of already existing programs such as DARE or international programs.  But we were actually looking for you to provide possible content, topics, or ideas on which we could work.  Perhaps we could have a video conference with you and all of our team members at some point once we have narrowed down our topics.  That could only help us all get on the same page.

We also want to be open to the possibility of working with other departments of Medical Missions for Children.  We are still open to ideas that would include our students producing content or our students learning from a program that you have running.

Please feel free to join the Muse Network, a network of education and community members who are working with the Internet 2 technology.  The address is as follows:

http://k20.internet2.edu/
Once you are signed up, you can proceed to our project page at the following address:

http://k20.internet2.edu/projects/104
You can also find information on the MAGPI Fellows Program at the following address:

http://k20.internet2.edu/projects/93
Here you will find contacts, resources, and information about our project.  If this environment does not suit you, please feel free to call or email me at any time as we explore possible collaborations.

Whatever project we produce, we will be connecting to the various states’ learning standards, which we will be happy to share with you.

Finally, I want to express our deep gratitude at your willingness to work with us as we develop our project.  Our goal could not be reached without collaboration with community programs already connected to and using Internet 2.  At the same time, we hope to provide you with content and a relationship with the educational community in the Mid-Atlantic region, which can only increase the visibility and I hope effectiveness of Medical Missions for Children.

Below is a contact list of the leaders of the overall Fellows Program:

Heather Weisse Walsh

hweisse@magpi.net
Jennifer Oxenford

jmacdoug@isc.upenn.edu
I will continue to be your contact, but I am sure that you will get to meet my four other teammates on the Career Education and Work Team.

Sincerely,

Pete Crooke 

MAGPI Fellow

Lower Merion School District

crookep@lmsd.org
610-873-6922 (H)

610-658-3980 (W)

