Objectives:

1. Students will explore how forensic science is used in criminal investigations.

2. Students will apply the principles of forensic science to solve a hypothetical crime.

3. Students will understand the importance of details when gathering evidence in forensic science.

4. Students will use the scientific process to solve a fictional crime.

Essential Question:

What is the role of scientific technology (for example, DNA Analysis) in arriving at verdicts in criminal cases?

Key questions:

1. What can you learn about a crime from examining the victim?

2. What kinds of clues and evidence can be collected from a crime scene? What tools are used at the crime scene to gather evidence?

3. What kinds of evidence are left behind?

4. What factors and evidence should be used to determine a person’s guilt?

5. Is some evidence better than others?

6. How have advances in DNA technology helped to ensure that justice is being served?

7. Should juries rely solely on DNA evidence? What about circumstantial evidence? How reliable is DNA evidence?

Assessment:

3 point rubric (?)  to evaluate how well students observed evidence, recorded their findings, and used the evidence to draw conclusions about who committed the crime.

